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Ireland Comes to Albany for the Biggest
Folk 'n’ Shanty Festival Yet

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Tue 26 May 2026

The Albany International Folk 'n’ Shanty Festival returns 10-12 July 2026, and this
year's Irish theme is set to turn the Great Southern into a stomping celebration of
Celtic spirit and maritime fradition. Now in its eighth year, the festival has grown into
a cornerstone of the City of Albany’s Maritime Festival, drawing visitors from across
Western Australia - and increasingly, across the country - to experience the only
dedicated shanty festival in the southern hemisphere.

Festival Director Rod Vervest says the 2026 program captures everything people love
about the event: “Irish music and sea shanties share this beautiful, communal
heartbeat. They bring people together - strangers become shipmates in about three
minutes flat. That's the magic we chase every year.” With almost 200 individual
artists, 10 lively venues, and a program that is almost entirely free, the festival
continues its mission to make folk and shanty culture accessible, joyful, and wildly
participatory. Aloany’s CBD will be alive with shanty crews, folk bands, dancers,
poets, storytellers, and spontaneous sessions that spill out of pubs and onto
pavements.

This year's lineup is a vibrant mix of local legends, national favourites, and fresh new
voices. The folk contingent brings a vibrant mix of storytelling, virtuosity and
foot-tapping energy. Savanah Solomon brings her Kimberley-rooted lyricism and
gentle guitar work, while Sea Swallow blend pre-war blues, early jazz and original
material with effortless charm. Bernard Carney returns with 50 years of songs and
stories, and Dave Robertson & The Kiss List deliver thoughtful, witty songwriting
backed by a tight, expressive band. Bluegrass lovers will be drawn to the
fire-in-the-belly drive of Lost Followers, while Fremantle to Freedom bring songs,
poetry and humour inspired by the legendary Catalpa Rescue. As Rod Vervest puts
it: “Our folk program is a beautiful reminder that storytelling comes in many shapes -
tender, rowdy, poetic, and everything in between.”



The shanty crews remain the festival’'s roaring backbone. Albany’s own Albany
Shantymen lead the charge with their frademark boom, joined by the high-energy
Anchormen, the rousing Dunn Bay Wailers, and the inland-sea specialists, the Salt
Lake Shantymen. The Salty Yaks bring big harmonies and plenty of audience
participation, while the South Sea Shantymen and Sunset Coast Shanty Crew keep
the choruses rolling with gusto. For those who like their maritime music with a wink
and a bit of swagger, the Albany Mutineers and the Roaring Wenches deliver
bawdy fun, bold voices and a healthy dose of mischief. Rod says: “There’s nothing
quite like a room full of people belting out a shanty - it's communal, cathartic, and
just plain good for the soul.”

Rounding out the program are acts that gleefully defy genre boundaries - the
gypsy-pirate-fairground tango of the Dudes of Grace, the trad-session sparkle of
Gael Force, and the lively jigs and reels of Jig Is Up. Whether it's bluegrass grit, Celtic
fire, folk-dance revelry or roaring shanty choruses, the 2026 lineup is a joyful reminder
of how diverse - and how delightfully unpredictable - the folk and shanty world can
be.

Alongside the free-roaming program, the festival features four flagship ticketed
concerts - two at Albany Town Hall and two at Wilsons Brewing Co. Shamrocks &
Shanties (Fri 10 July) blasts the festival open with a collision of Irish punk fire and
heaving shanty harmony. The Rogues channel the full-tilt energy of The Pogues with
driving rhythms, soaring whistles and a set built for dancing and shouting along,
while The Lost Quays bring booming a cappella shanties, reflective sea songs and
Fremantle-flavoured humour fresh from their sellout shows at Boola Bardip and
Adelaide Fringe. As Rod Vervest says, “The Rogues and The Lost Quays are a perfect
storm - raw, joyful, and absolutely built for a rowdy opening night.”

On Saturday night, The Big Hooley (Sat 11 July) erupts into a full-scale Irish
celebration. Neo-trad supergroup Amaidi ignite the room with their fast-paced
fusion of Irish, Scottish and Australian traditions - all delivered with irresistible charisma
- while Beeswing gather some of WA's finest musicians, including Fiona Reaq, Brett
Hardwick, Val Cutler, Riley Murphy and Marcus Perrozzi, for a vibrant Irish-folk
spectacle. Rod notes, “The Big Hooley is where the roof tfruly lifts.”

At Wilsons Brewing Co., two cabaret-style afternoons - both titled The Captain’s Cut -
offer intimate, story-rich performances in the brewery's back room. On Sun 11 July,
Fred Smith, one of Australia’s most respected songwriters, pairs his thoughtful, witty
storytelling with the rich harmonies and big-voiced choruses of The Lost Quays for an
afternoon of maritime tales. On Sun 12 July, Fiona Rea - known for her dynamic
range and deep lIrish roofs - joins forces with Amaidi for a foot-stomping, heart-lifting
finale. Rod sums it up simply: “These Wilsons shows are magic - close-up, heartfelt,
and full of the kind of musicians who can hold a room in the palm of their hand.”

What began as a grassroots gathering of shanty singers has grown info a must-do
event on the Australian folk calendar. Its unique blend of maritime heritage,
community singing, and folk culture has captured imaginations far beyond the
Great Southern. Accommodation books out early, visitors return year after year, and
the festival’s reputation continues to swell. Rod Vervest reflects on the festival’s rise
with characteristic warmth: “People come for the music, but they stay for the feeling
- that sense of belonging, of being part of something bigger than yourself. In a world



that can feel pretty fragmented, a room full of people singing the same chorus is a
small miracle.”

The 2026 Albany International Folk 'n’ Shanty Festival promises three days of music,
laughter, community, and pure Celtic joy - a winter celebration like no other. You'll
find the festival action spilling through Albany’s heart all weekend long, with music
and mayhem lighting up Albany Town Hall, The Albany Club, The Earl of Spencer
Historic Inn — Bar & Restaurant, Uniting Church Albany, Six Degrees Albany, Wilson
Brewing Company (our Shanty Hub!), Premier Hotel Albany, Kate's Place, Albany’s
Historic Whaling Station, and Dune Beer Co.

For info and full programme head to albanyfolknshantyfest.com
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